Economic development issues
worked on daily in Legislature
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BISMARCK — According to Sen. Tom Sey-
mour, D-Minot, legislators work with economic
development issues on a daily basis.

. “As a senator I feel and do
state it on the Senate floor
often, ‘this bill is economic
development,”  Seymour
said.

A number of economic
development bills have been
debated by the Legislature
this session. Some have been
incorporated into various

Seymour
budget bills.

“Early in the session, I sponsored a bill to al-
locate $50,000 to the Dakota Defense Alliance,
which could help Info Tech in Minot and
Minot’s Area Development Corporation,” Sey-
mour said. “This request was placed in the De-
partment of Commerce bill and hopes to be
revived during the conference committee ses-
sions.”

That initiative would help the Dakota De-
fense Alliance to work on bringing lucrative en-
ergy and defense contracts to North Dakota
companies. $20 million for the Centers of Ex-
cellence was amended into the commerce de-
partment budget bill, as well.

The commerce department bill was assigned
to a conference committee on Tuesday.

Among the other economic development
bills discussed this session was Senate Bill
2199. Besides containing provisions for about
$295 million in property tax relief, the bill in-

cludes $100 million for state corporate and in-
dividual income taxes.

“By reducing local property taxes this gives
more dollars to North Dakota citizens so they
are able to spend this cash and create an eco-
nomic stimulus for the local community,” Sey-
mour said.

Another bill to watch as the session comes to
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a close is House Bill 1202. This bill would pro-

vide up to $50,000 in grants for entrepreneur-
ship awards to business incubators that aren't
affiliated with colleges or universities. The hill
has passed both the House and Senate but has-
n't yet been signed into law. -

Senate Bill 2390 also addresses business in-
cubators. In its original form, the bill would
have provided incentives for certified technol-
ogy parks, but it was amended and passed as a
possible study on those incentives. Gov. Hoeven
signed the bill on April 8.

Not all the economic development bills in-
troduced this session did so well. One that failed
the Legislature was House Bill 1066. That bill
would have provided tax credits for automation,
lean manufacturing and innovation.

Two bills regarding extra-territorial zoning
issues are being discussed in conference com-
mittees. So is a renaissance zone bill that could
allow a bubble of extra blocks that aren’t con-
nected to current renaissance zones.

Winding through the budget bills and eco-
nomic development initiatives this session was
the federal stimulus money, as well as the Leg-
islature’s efforts to deal with disaster issues. Sey-
mour said the total budget, which is about $7.8
billion of spending in North Dakota also creates
economic development.




